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SUB J : LABOR UNREST SPREADS TO TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
REF: BANGKOK 1 1489 

1. RECENT LABOR UNREST (REFTEL) HAS NOW SPREAD TO TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY. WHEREAS DURING THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF YEAR 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE STRIKE IN TEXTILES THERE HAVE BEEN ELEVEN 
SINCE JUNE 30 INVOLVING MORE THAN 12,000 WORKERS. STRIKES 
HAVE GENERALLY BEEN OF WILDCAT VARIETY AND WERE SETTLED 
AFTER ONLY A FEW HOURS OR DAYS. ISSUES HAVE BEEN WAGES, 
WORKING CONSITIONS, LABOR LAW VIOLATIOS, AND PERSONALITIES. 
STRIKERS HAVE GENERALLY BEEN SUCCESSFUL WITH ASSISTANCE 
FROM RTG LABOR DEPT. 

2. BELIEVE SUDDEN RASH OF STRIKES IN INDUSTRY 

NOT COINCIDENTAL AND REFLECTS QUIET ORGANIZING CAMPAIGN 
OF SEVERAL MONTHS' DURATION. 
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